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REMARKS 



The multiple dependency of claims 10, 14-16, and 19-21 has been removed in order to 
put these claims in a form consistent with U.S. practice. A copy of the claims as amended is 
attached. Applicant requests that the following be entered into the file of the above- 
referenced application prior to prosecution on the merits of the case. 



FULBRIGHT & JAWORSKI, LLP 
1301 McKinney 
Suite 5100 

Houston, Texas 77010 
Telephone No.: (713) 651-5151 
Facsimile No. : (713) 651-5246 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States 
Postal Service as Express Mail £U_&Q t*j?2&Q-</J ^ in an envelope addressed to: 
Commissioner of Patent and Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231, on 



/LJa^eA |T_ 2002. 
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Date: 



CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.8(A) 




25143497.1 



10088934 m O 82 SOS 



VERSION WITH MARKING TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 



25143497.1 



6 



SL O O 8893*4- .OS S S O S 




l 



CLAIMS 



Translation into English of the Annex to the IPER 



1 . A device for packaging products which might flow, including at least one 
flexible pouch (10, 10') which is of a generally flattened shape and which has two 
opposing walls (11, 12) in sheet form extending approximately parallel to a 
longitudinal median plane (P) of the device, characterized in that it consists of: 

• at least two flexible pouches arranged the one following the other so that 
the walls of the pouches are aligned along a direction at least as approximately 
perpendicular to said median plane (P), the walls of two adjacent pouches of the unit 
being fixed together by means (C) such as one or more lines of adhesive, 

• two reinforcement elements (21,22 - 21\22*) respectively associated with 
two respective pouch walls, said reinforcement elements extending at least 
approximately opposite each other all the way across their associated pouch wall, 

• and means (C) for fixing each reinforcement element to its associated 
pouch wall at least in a median area of the wall, 

the two reinforcement elements extending on either side of the device, 
approximately symmetrically relative to said longitudinal median plane (P) and the 
rigidity of said reinforcement elements being greater than that of the walls of the 
pouch or pouches in order to make it easier, after the two respective lateral ends of 
each of said reinforcement elements have been moved closer together in said median 
plane (P) so as to distort these reinforcement elements such that their respective 
median parts move away from each other, to open the pouch or pouches once its 
(their) upper part(s) is (are) torn. 

2. The device according to claim 1, characterized in that it includes a single 
pouch (10) the two walls of which are associated with the two respective 
reinforcement elements. 

3. The device according to one of th e- previous claimo, characterized in that 
projections in the longitudinal median plane of the device of the lateral edges of the 
pouches are offset relative to each other. 

4. The device according to one of the - previouc claimo, characterized in that 
the pouches are of different widths. 

5. The device according to o ne of tho provioua claims, characterized in that 
the means (C) for fixing each reinforcement element to its associated pouch wall also 
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fix together integrally the reinforcement element and its associated wall in the 
vicinity of its lateral edges. 

6. The device according to -eft©- -previ o us claims , characterized in that 
5 the means (C) for fixing each reinforcement element (21, 22) to its associated pouch 

wall include bonding the reinforcement element of said wall. 

7. The device according to the^pr e vtous claim , characterized in that the 
reinforcement elements and the pouch walls are bonded together at discrete bonding 

10 points. 

8. The device according to claim 6, characterized in that the reinforcement 
elements and the pouch walls are bonded together by at least one continuous 
adhesive strip deposited between each reinforcement element and its associated wall. 

9. The device according to tho previous claim, characterized in that said at 
least one continuous adhesive strip extends approximately all the way across said 
wall. 

20 10. The device according to e»s~ef claim*- 1 ttHr, characterized in that the 

means for fixing each reinforcement element to its associated pouch wall include 
adjustments to the wall, which can comprise folds or excess thicknesses. 

11. The device according to any one ot tho prcviouc cloimo , characterized in 
25 that the lateral ends of the reinforcement elements are connected so as to surround 
the lateral edges of the pouch or pouches. 



12. The device according to ono of claims 1 U^IQ , characterized in that the 
lateral ends of the reinforcement elements are not connected. 

<Z/a<*H I 

13. The device according to any one of the - previous claims , characterized in 
that the lower ends of the reinforcement elements (21, 22) are connected by a base 
(23) located under the pouch or pouches. 

35 14. The device according to any one of - the previous claima , characterized in 

that the reinforcement elements (21, 22) extend all the way up the pouch or pouches. 
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15. The device according to miy^iilTofthe proviouo olaima, characterized in 
that the upper ends of the reinforcement elements (21, 22) are connected by a top 
(24) covering the pouch or pouches. 

5 16. The device according to any ono of th e previous claims, characterized in 

that the reinforcement elements (21, 22) include means which engage (210, 220) to 
re-cover the top of the pouch or pouches once their upper parts have been torn, in 
order to close the device. 

10 17. The device according to the previous claim, characterized in that said 

covering means of the pouch or pouches include a tab (210) made from the same 
material as one (21) of the reinforcement elements, to engage with a slot (220) of the 
other reinforcement element (22). 

15 18. The device according to any one of the previous claims ; characterized in 

that the reinforcement elements are printed on both their faces. 

19. The device according to any one of the previous claims , characterized in 
that the reinforcement elements are made of cardboard. 

20. The device according to any ono of tho previous claim» , characterized in 
that at least one reinforcement element includes a tear line (L) along a desired path 
for opening the device, extending opposite the means (C) for fixing the pouch walls 
and the reinforcement elements so as to guide the user in tearing the pouch walls. 

21. The device according to t he - pieviuus claim, characterized in that each 
pouch comprises means (E) to weaken its walls, located at the same level as the tear 
lines of the reinforcement elements. 

30 22. The device according to the previou s ■ claim, characterized in that the 

weakness points of the pouch walls are provided by notches (E) on its lateral edges. 

23. The device according to g&&1o£j£w tlirco previous claims, characterized 
in that said means (C) for fixing adjacent pouch walls are located opposite the tear 

35 lines (L) of the reinforcement elements (21 ',22'). 

24. The device according to oac ofthc four proviouo olaimo, characterized in 
that the means (C) for fixing the pouch walls to the reinforcement elements include 



20 



25 
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two lines of adhesive between each reinforcement element and its associated wall, 
said lines of adhesive being located on either side of the tear line (L) of the 
reinforcement element. 

25. The device according to - ono of the previous claims, characterized in each 
pouch of the unit contains a different product. 

26. The device according to ono of tho proviouo claims characterized in that 
distortion of the reinforcement elements is obtained by arching these elements. 

27. The device according to one o f claim#-l t o 25; characterized in that 
distortion of the reinforcement elements is obtained by folding these elements. 
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